
2021 Virtual Cincinnati Regional Symposium for Marfan and Related Conditions 
Saturday, May 22, 2021 
9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center  
 

Time Title   Speakers 

9:00 – 9:05 Welcome and Introductions 
 

Nicole Brown, MD 
Co-Director  Cardiovascular 
Genetics Clinic  
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center  

9:05 – 9:20 Genetics Basics  Dr. Nicole Weaver  
Co-Director  Cardiovascular 
Genetics Clinic  
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center 

9:20 - 9:35 Research Updates  
 

Dr. Dianna Milewicz, MD, PhD  
President George H.W. Bush 
Chair of Cardiovascular 
Medicine 
Director of the Division of 
Medical Genetics  
Vice-Chair of the Department of 
Internal Medicine at the 
University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston 
(UTHealth) McGovern Medical 
School 

9:35 – 9:50 Cardiology Basics Dr. Benjamin Landis, MD 
Assistant Professor of Pediatric 
Cardiology, Indiana University 

9:50 – 10:05  Research Updates: Medication Trials Dr. Ronald Lacro, MD 
Director, Cardiovascular 
Genetics Clinic 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, 
Harvard Medical School 

10:05 – 10:20 Break 

BREAKOUT SESSIONS (Ages/Stages) 

 Childhood  Teen  Adult  

10:20 – 10:35 Cardiac Considerations 
in Childhood (Justin 

Tretter MD, Assistant 
Professor Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical 

Center ) 

Cardiac Activity 
Restrictions (Ronald 

Lacro, MD 
Director, Cardiovascular 
Genetics Clinic 
Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics, Harvard 
Medical School) 

 

Adult Cardiology 
Considerations (Nicole 

Brown, MD Co-Director 
Cardiovascular Genetics Clinic  
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center) 

10:35 – 10:50 School Planning  
Gretchen Carroll, MA 
Educational Diagnostician 
and School Liaison, 
Neurodevelopmental and 
Educational Clinic  

Adult Cardiology 
and Transition Care 
(Nicole Brown, MD Co-

Director Cardiovascular 
Genetics Clinic  
Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center) 

Surgical Considerations  
(Sherene Shalhub, MD, MPH, 
FACS 
Associate Professor of Surgery  
University of Washington) 



Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center  

 10:50 – 11:05 Questions and Discussion in Breakout Rooms 

11:05 – 11:20 Break   

BREAKOUT SESSIONS (Disease Specific) 

 MFS  LDS   vEDS  

11:20 – 11:35  Introductions and Conversation in Breakout Rooms 

11:35 – 11:50 Ophthalmology (TBD, 

MD Ophthalmology  
CCHMC) 

Pain management 
(Cheryl Hartzell, MD Pain 
Management CCHMC) 

Emergency preparedness 
and questions (Katie Wright, 

vEDS Movement)  
11:50 – 12:05 Pain management 

(Cheryl Hartzell, MD Pain 
Management CCHMC)  

 LDS Support (TBD) vEDS Support  (Katie Wright, 

vEDS Movement and David 
Dearworth, MD) 

12:05  – 12:20 Break   

12:20 – 12:50 Positive Psychology 
 

Melissa Flint, PsyD 
Midwestern University   

12:50 – 1:00  Closing Remarks  

MFS – Marfan syndrome, LDS – Loeys Dietz syndrome, vEDS – Vascular Ehlers Danlos syndrome  
 
 


